
Small Towns, 
Big EXPERiENCES 

Imagine a collection of small towns, strung 
together closely by an iconic coastal roadway.   
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EXPlorE small towns, big ExpEriEncEs along Highway 1.
LEARN MORE 
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Explore Highway 1 through the lens of our small towns and you’ll 
discover a grand world full of big experiences. Breathtaking views, 

epic thrills, magnificent wildlife and big wines: they’re all here.   
Click on each small town to learn more. 

Follow uS for tRavEl tipS and morE!

https://highway1roadtrip.com/san-simeon/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/cambria/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/cayucos/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/avila-beach/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/los-osos/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/oceano-nipomo/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/edna-valley/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/edna-valley/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/oceano-nipomo/
https://highway1roadtrip.com/ragged-point/


#1  taKE thE long viEw: 
 
Stand on an elevated cliffside 
terrace to witness the splendor 
and sheer magnitude of  
Big Sur.  

#2  HiddEN in plaiN sigHt: 
 
Experience this secluded 
beach where rumor has it a 
great treasure is buried.   

#3  A wHalE oF a viEw: 
 
Despite its enormous size, the 
Whale Rock Reservoir in Cayucos 
is so tucked out of the way that 
even locals miss it.

#4  taKE it All iN: 
 
When it comes to views on 
Highway 1, nothing beats the 
panorama that extends from 
Ragged Point all the way down 
to Morro Rock.

#5  mouNtaiNS oF gold: 
 
Montana de Oro State Park is 
named for the carpets of gold-
en wildflowers that cover its 
cliffs, valleys and mountains. 

#6  laRgEr thAN liFE: 
 
Traverse Oceano Dunes State 
Park, which comprises one of 
the largest dune complexes in 
the world.

#7  A BEAcoN for tHE AgEs: 
 
Set against the open ocean, the 
Piedras Blancas Lighthouse is 
a favorite subject of photogra-
phers and painters.

 #8  uNtoucHEd + uNSpoilEd: 
 
The trail through the lush coastal 
plains of Harmony Headlands State 
Park turns a corner to reveal a 
180-degree view of rugged coastline. 

#9  A PERfEct PairiNg: 
 
Rolling hills, cascading vine-
yards and plenty of sunshine: 
what’s not to love about views 
of the Edna Valley? 

#10  A viEw woRtH HiKing FoR: 
 
Take any of the trails that wind 
through the 880-acre Pismo Pre-
serve, and you’ll discover a jaw-drop-
ping view around every corner. 

#11  walk tHE BEAcH: 
 
Locals love to walk the 12 
miles between Cayucos State 
Beach and Morro Rock for a 
heart-pumping workout.

#12  JuSt BlufFing: 
 
Cruise the Bluff Trail Hike at Mon-
tana De Oro, a 4-mile hike that 
looks over high cliffs to the ocean.

#13  SaddlE up for AdvEnturE: 
 
Join up with Pacific Dunes  
Ranch for a tour of the Oceano  
coastline on horseback.

#14  with tHE grEatESt oF EaSE: 
 
Tour the skies above Oceano 
with an adrenaline-filled  
aerobatic biplane ride.

#15  ovEr, uNdER, Around
         and thRougH: 
 
Strap in and hang on: A Humvee 
tour of the Oceano Dunes is a 
thrill not for the faint of heart.

#16  FlipPERs, Fins and tailS:  
 
Whether you book a whale 
watching tour or just hang out 
on the beach, chances are good 
you’ll see a spout offshore.

#17  A grANd PERformancE: 
 
Visit the Piedras Blancas  
Elephant Seal Rookery and 
watch their antics in one of the 
world’s best viewing spots. 

#18  RazzlE dazzlE: 
 
Catch a glimpse of roaming 
zebras that descended from 
those in W.R. Hearst’s private 
zoo—the largest in the world, 
in his day.   

 
#19   i’ll driNK to thAt: 
 
Edna Valley boasts over two 
dozen wine tasting rooms  
featuring cool-climate pinot 
noir, chardonnay, and more. 

#20  A tuCkEd-AwAy trEaSuRE:  
 
Wineries in the tiny Arroyo 
Grande Valley offer some of the 
finest chardonnay, pinot noir, 
and sparkling wines around. 

#21  ComE for tHE BEAcH, 
         StAy for tHE winE: 
 
Follow the Avila Wine Trail to 
discover your next favorite 
seaside winery.

#22  A QuAint PlAcE to taStE:  
 
The wineries that call Cambria 
home make wines that shine 
with coastal elegance. 

#23  thE winE giANt:  
 
Paso Robles has become a 
revered American wine region, 
not only for its big wines, but for 
its small-town warmth.     

big advENtuRES

Epic viEwS

big wiNE

Welcome  
to our strEtCh oF Highway 1,   
where going big is a way of life, even 

in the tiniest of towns. Epic waves, 

bold wines, magnificent wildlife and 

spellbinding views—you can do all of 

it before lunch, or you can savor each 

community slowly, one at a time. 

Click on the links to lead you to each 

location on Google maps.


